
With this letter, you will see the annual
reports, which are done each year as a
measure of accountability for our staff, lay
leadership, and members. This year, I am
happy to report once again that our ministry
has been given the Platinum Seal of
Transparency from GuideStar, the world's
largest source of information and
certification for non-profit organizations. 

As you go through the documents, please
read carefully, pray, and ask us questions.
God desires the church to be managed
orderly so that it pleases Him. Here at
Grace, we are blessed with many people
who seek to accomplish the task God has
set before us. I sincerely thank our deacons,
trustees, board of directors, and staff for
excellently overseeing what God has
entrusted to us. If you feel the same, I would
also ask you to reach out to them with
thanks and encouraging words. 

God is so good and has again opened the
windows of heaven and poured out His
blessings on our ministry. Ultimately, The
pages of these reports could never tell the
story of all of God's work here at Grace.
Nevertheless, we are fortunate to finish this
fiscal year again spiritually strong,
financially strong, and with much to rejoice
about. As I was writing this letter, I was
handed a note that said we have had 90 new
givers to Grace Chapel in this fiscal year.
God is so good!

Greetings in the name of our Lord.
While Covid-19 has continued to affect
churches everywhere, we are blessed to have
added over 53 new members this year! We also
saw 43 people take their next step in baptism,
and many more take steps to be a disciple and
grow in the things of the Lord. Although much
more growth is needed, I believe the church is
spiritually healthy. To God be the glory! 
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Our two largest ministries, Grace Christian
School and Grace Christian Child
Development Center, continue to thrive and
grow in order to help families in our
community. With numerical growth, we
again have a remarkable opportunity using
our core values to LOVE PEOPLE LIKE
JESUS, LEAD PEOPLE TO JESUS, TEACH
PEOPLE ABOUT JESUS, TRAIN PEOPLE TO
SHARE JESUS, so we can SEND PEOPLE
OUT TO SHARE THE LOVE OF JESUS. Let's
determine this year to reach out and invite
new families, many of who are already on
our campus each week. Wouldn't it be
amazing if every single one of us just
reached one person who ended up joining
Grace Chapel in this new fiscal year? That
would be AMAZING! 

This year, I want us to focus on Paul's words
in Philippians 3:13, which says, "…reaching
forward to what lies ahead." Although it is
always important to remember our past, we
must keep pressing on. Many of you have
seen drawings of some of the future
buildings, of which we are in desperate
need. These buildings would help our church
with new space for children and student
ministry while significantly increasing the
opportunity to reach more people through
our school and child development center.
Some may say the mountain is too big, but I
say let's dream God-sized dreams! As I sit in
my office today, I'm reminded of President
Abraham Lincoln's words. "It is better to try
something big and fail than to succeed at
doing nothing." I believe with all my heart
that God has His hand in this ministry. Are
we perfect? No. Do we make mistakes? Of
course. We're human. But when we seek His
face and obey His Word, all things are
possible with God!  

In the coming year, I challenge us to read our
Bible more. I challenge us to pray more. I
challenge us to draw closer to the Lord and
look around to invite new people to Grace.

If I can ever do anything to help you or your
family, please know my heart desires to love
and serve each of you as we fulfill the mission
to whom God has called us. Please pray for
Libbie and I and our family. We love you and are
honored to call you brothers and sisters in
Christ.
Reaching forward to what lies ahead, 

Pastor Joel K. Murr
Grace Chapel  
John 3:3 
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